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Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy 

 

I have to say:  I think Deacon Lisa may have drawn the short straw in the preaching 
rotation by having to preach on Christmas Day.  Admit it – everyone’s energy and 
attention is elsewhere this morning. 

Those of you who attended last night’s late service are still bleary-eyed and 
yawning from not having had enough sleep. 

The kids who are here would rather be at home playing with any number of new 
toys, books, clothes, and electronics.   

Those who are hosting out of town visitors are eager to return to catching up with 
their guests. 

Those who are responsible for cooking today’s Christmas meal are either 
wondering if they’ll have enough room in the oven for everything or wondering if 
they remembered to buy enough of <insert name of ingredient here>. 

And yet, with everything that’s going on in our lives, here we all are.  Here we have 
been called, and here we must be. 

Why? The people who have walked in darkness now come together to bask in the great 
light of Christmas Day.  Today, we gather to rejoice in the presence of God made 
manifest, to warm in the glow of justice and righteousness brought to us now and 
evermore by the King of Kings, and to celebrate the endless peace his coming has 
promised. 

Each of the people we read about in today’s Gospel illustrate for us how we are to 
respond to and rejoice in the call of Christmas, pushing past dark and difficult times to 
celebrate and bear witness to the miracle of Christmas – this day and every day.  

This morning’s story of the Nativity is one we know well.  Joseph and Mary 
journey to Bethlehem to register for the census; there is no room in the inn, so 
they stay outside in a stable with the farm animals.   

When their child is born, they place him in a manger, or feeding trough.  At 
the same time, an angel from heaven appears to distant shepherds to 
announce the Savor’s birth, and to tell them how to find the child.   

The shepherds immediately travel together to the manger, where they find 
the baby Jesus exactly as the angel had foretold.  They greet the holy 
family, who are amazed to hear of the angel’s message.  
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The shepherds return to their home soon afterward, praising God for what 
they had just witnessed. 

Like Joseph and Mary, we have been summoned to this place to celebrate a miraculous 
birth. Joseph and a very pregnant Mary have traveled about 80 miles from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem, mostly likely by donkey.   

Though not referenced in the reading, their exhaustion is palpable as they have 
barely arrived at their destination before their son is born.  But here they have 
been called, and here they must be.  Let us delight with them the joy of new life 

Like the shepherds, we have journeyed here to witness God’s glorious message that 
our savior has been born.  Some of us have traveled far, some of us have traveled not 
so far, some of us have many important tasks yet to be accomplished, some of us just 
need more rest.   

Yet here we have been called, and here we must be.  All of us have heard and 
responded to the call to gather in celebration of Christ’s birth.  Like the 
shepherds, let us also leave here glorifying and praising God for this amazing 
gift. 

There are other times during the year when our energy and attention are elsewhere 
than on God’s will for us to live in community and in God’s promises for the forgiveness 
of sins and everlasting life. Health issues for ourselves or others, conflict with family and 
friends, financial stress, and loneliness can weigh heavily on our hearts and minds.    

And yet, here we all are.  Here we have been called, and here we must be. 

At times of sadness, stress, crisis, and vulnerability, may we remember the bright light 
of Christmas day and its comforting promises.   

May we always turn to our rituals of worship, the power of prayer, and the 
wisdom of scripture to illuminate our darkness.  May we remember that God has 
provided us with these gifts to light our way through difficult and cloudy times. 

It’s also often hard to focus our energy and attention on God’s promises when we see 
so much suffering, injustice, and greed in the world around us. May the light of 
Christmas Day energize and guide us into greater charity and action. 

Remembering Joseph and Mary, may we support policymakers and charitable 
organizations in providing adequate shelter and better housing opportunities for 
all.  

Like the shepherds, may we follow God’s call to seek Christ, no matter how long 
or uncertain the journey, and be willing to discover him in unexpected places. 
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Like the heavenly angels, may we proclaim Jesus’ birth to all through our acts of 
love and service to the sick, the outcast, the needy, and the vulnerable. 

So maybe preaching on Christmas Day is not so bad after all.  After all, Jesus’s birth 
marks the beginning of the greatest story ever told, and in the months ahead we will be 
reminded of his miraculous acts as well as his death, resurrection, and ascension.   

Let us respond to and rejoice in the call of Christmas, as we are, and as we 
must.  Amen. 

 

 


